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An Act to consolidate and amend the law of Slander and Libel. 17 of 1959
[15TH AUGUST, 1959]
1. This Act may be cited as the Defamation Act. Short title.
2. Inthis Act— I nterpretation.
“broadcasting by means of wirelesstelegraphy” means publication for

general reception by means of wireless telegraphy within the
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c.47:.01 meaning of the Post and Telegraph Act and “broadcast by means
of wirelesstelegraphy” shall be construed accordingly;

“Court” means the High Court;

“newspaper” means any paper containing public news, intelligence or
occurrences, or any remarks or observations thereon printed for
sale, and publishedin Guyanaperiodically or in partsor numbersat
interval snot exceeding thirty-six days between the publication of
any two such papers, parts or numbers; also any paper printed in
order to be dispersed, and made public weekly or oftener, or at
interval snot exceeding thirty-six dayscontaining only or principaly
advertisements;

“words’ includes a reference to pictures, visua images, gestures and
other methods of signifying meaning.

Broadcast 3. Forthepurposesof thelaw of libel and dlander, the broadcasting
Statements. of wordsby meansof wirelesstel egraphy shall betreated aspublication
in permanent form.

Slander 4. In any action for slander in respect of words calculated to
affecting disparagetheplaintiff inany office, profession, calling, trade or business
officid, held or carried on by him at the time of the publication, it shall not be
professional or .

business necessary to alege or prove special damage, whether or not the words
repuation. are spoken of the plaintiff in the way of his office, profession, calling,

Slander of title
and other
injurious
falsehood.

trade or business.

5. (1) In an action for dander of title, lander of goods or other
maliciousfalsehood, it shall not be necessary to allege or prove special
damage—

(a) if the words upon which the action is founded are
calculated to cause pecuniary damageto theplaintiff and are
published inwriting or other permanent form; or

(b) if the said words are calculated to cause pecuniary
damage to the plaintiff in respect of any office, profession,
calling, tradeor businessheld or carried on by him at thetime
of thepublication.



LAWSOF GUYANA

Defamation Cap.6:03

(2) Section 3 shall apply for the purposes of this section as it
appliesfor the purposes of the law of libel and slander.

6. Wordsspokenand published whichimputeunchastity or adultery
toany person shall not require special damageto render them actionabl e:

Provided always, that in any action for words spoken and made
actionable by this section, aplaintiff shall not recover more costs than
damages, unless the judge certifies that there was reasonable ground
for bringing the action.

7. Inany actionfor libel or dander in respect of words containing
two or more distinct charges against the plaintiff, a defence of
justification shall not fail by reason only that thetruth of every chargeis
not proved if thewordsnot provedto betruedo not materially injurethe
plaintiff’ sreputation having regard to thetruth of theremaining charges.

8. Inany action for libel or lander in respect of words consisting
partly of allegationsof fact and partly of expression of opinion, adefence
of fair comment shall not fail by reason only that the truth of every
alegation of fact is not proved if the expression of opinion is fair
comment having regard to such of thefactsalleged or referred toin the
words complained of as are proved.

9. Inany action for libel or slander the defendant (after notice in
writing of hisintentionto do so, duly giventotheplaintiff at thetime of
filing or delivering the pleain that action) may give in evidence in
miti gation of damagesthat hemadeor offered an apol ogy to the plaintiff
for the libel or slander before the commencement of the action, or as
soon afterwards as he had an opportunity of doing so, if the action has
been commenced beforetherewasan opportunity of making or offering

theapology.

10. Inany actionfor libel or slander thedefendant may giveevidence
inmitigation of damagesthat theplaintiff hasrecovered damages, or has
brought actions for damages, for libel or dander in respect of the
publication of wordsto the same effect asthewordsonwhichtheaction
isfounded, or hasreceived or agreed to receive compensationin respect
of any such publication.

Slander of
person.
[19 of 1990]

Justification.

Fair comment.

Evidenceof
apology in
mitigation of
damages.

Evidenceof
other proceed-
ingsin
mitigation of
damages.
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Specid pleain
actionfor libel
in newspaper.

Unintentional
defamation.

11. (1) In any action for libel contained in any newspaper, the
defendant may plead that the libel was inserted in that newspaper
without actual maliceand without grossnegligence, and that, beforethe
commencement of the action or at the earliest opportunity afterwards
he inserted in the newspaper afull apology for the said libel, or, if the
newspaper in which the said libel appeared is ordinarily published at
interval sexceeding oneweek, had offered to publish theapol ogy inany
newspaper to be selected by the plaintiff in the action.

(2) No defendant in the action may file any such pleawithout at
the sametimemaking apayment of money into Court by way of amends
for theinjury sustained by the publication of thelibel, and every pleaso
filed without payment of money into Court shall bedeemed anullity and
may be so treated by the plaintiff in the action.

12. () A personwho haspublished wordsalleged to be defamatory
of another person may, if heclaimsthat thewordswere published by him
innocently in relation to that other person, make an offer of amends
under this section; and in any such case—

(a) if the offer is accepted by the party aggrieved and is
duly performed, no proceedingsfor libel or lander shall be
taken or continued by that party agai nst the person makingthe
offer in respect of the publication in question (but without
prejudice to any cause of action against any other person
jointly responsiblefor that publication);

(b) if theofferisnot accepted by the party aggrieved, then,
except as otherwise provided by this section, it shall be a
defence, inany proceedingsby himfor libel or slander against
the person making the offer in respect of the publication in
guestion, to prove that the words complained of were
published by the defendant innocently in relation to the
plaintiff and that the offer was made as soon as practicable
after the defendant received notice that they were or might
be defamatory of the plaintiff, and has not been withdrawn.

(2) An offer of amends under this section must be expressed to
be made for the purposes of this section, and must be accompanied by
an affidavit specifying the facts relied upon by the person making it to
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show that the words in question were published by him innocently in
relation to the party aggrieved; and for the purposes of adefence under
subsection (1)(b) no evidence, other than evidence of factsspecifiedin
the affidavit, shall be admissible on behalf of that person to prove that
the words were so published.

(3) Anoffer of amendsunder this section shall be understood to
mean an offer—

(a) in any case, to publish or join in the publication of a
suitable correction of the words complained of, and a
sufficient apology to the party aggrieved in respect of those
words;

(b) where copies of adocument or record containing the
said words have been distributed by or with theknowl edge of
the person making the offer, to take such steps as are
reasonably practicable on his part for notifying persons to
whom copies have been so distributed that the words are
aleged to be defamatory of the party aggrieved.

(4) Where an offer of amends under this section is accepted by
the party aggrieved—

(a) any question asto the stepsto betaken into fulfilment
of the offer as so accepted shall in default of agreement
between the parties be referred to and determined by the
Court, whose decision thereon shall befinal;

(b) the power of the Court to make orders asto costs in
proceedingsby the party aggrieved against the person making
the offer in respect of the publication in question, or in
proceedingsin respect of the offer under paragraph (a), shall
include power to order the payment by the person making the
offertotheparty aggrieved of costsonanindemnity basisand
any expenses reasonably incurred or to be incurred by that
party in consegquence of the publication in question;
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and if no such proceedings as aforesaid are taken, the Court may, upon
application made by the party aggrieved, make any such order for the
payment of such costs and expenses as aforesaid as could be made in
such proceedings.

(5) For the purposes of this section words shall be treated as
published by one person (inthis subsection referred to asthe publisher)
innocently in relation to another person if and only if the following
conditions are satisfied, that isto say—

(a) that the publisher did not intend to publish them of and
concerning that other person, and did not know of
circumstancesby virtue of whichthey might beunderstoodto
refer to him; or

(b) that the words were not defamatory on the face of
them, and the publisher did not know of circumstances by
virtue of whichthey might be understood to be defamatory of
that other person,

and in either case that the publisher exercised all reasonable care in
relation to the publication; and any reference in this subsection to the
publisher shall be construed as including areference to any servant or
agent of his who was concerned with the contents of the publication.

(6) Subsection (1)(b) shall not apply inrelationtothe publication
by any person of words of which heis not the author unless he proves
that the words were written by the author without malice.

13. A fair and accurate report in any newspaper of proceedings
publicly heard before any court exercising judicia authority shall, if
published contemporaneously with such proceedings, beprivileged:

Provided that nothing inthissection shall authorisethe publication
of any matter prohibited by the Judicial Proceedings (Regulation of
Reports) Ordinance.

14. A fair and accurate report published in any newspaper of the
proceedingsof apublic meeting or (except whereneither the public nor
any newspaper reporter isadmitted) of any meeting of acouncil, board
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or local government authority formed or constituted under any written
law, or of any committee appointed by any of the abovementioned
bodies, and the publication at the request of any Ministry or of any
Government office or department of any noticeor report issued by them
for the information of the public shall be privileged, unlessit shall be
proved that such report or publication was published or made
madicioudy:

Provided that—

(a) the protection intended to be afforded by this section
shall not beavailableasadefencein any proceedingsif it shall
be proved that the defendant has been requested to publishin
the newspaper in which the report or other publication
complained of appeared, areasonable |etter or statement by
way of contradiction or explanation of such report or other
publication, and has refused or neglected to insert the same;

(b) nothinginthissection shall be deemed or construed to
limit or abridgeany privilegenow by law existing, or to protect
the publication of any matter not of public concern and the
publication of whichisnot for the public benefit.

For the purposes of this section “public meeting” shall mean any
meeting bona fide and lawfully held for alawful purpose and for the
furtherance or discussion of any matter or public concern, whether the
admission thereto be general or restricted.

15. A defamatory statement published by or on behalf of acandidate
in any election to a local government authority or to the National
Assembly shall not be deemed to be published on aprivileged occasion
on the ground that it is material to a question in issue in the election,
whether or not the person by whomiitispublished isqualified tovoteat
theelection.

16. Anagreement forindemnifyingany personagainst civil liability
for libel inrespect of the publication of any matter shall not be unlawful
unless at the time of the publication that person knows that the matter
isdefamatory, and does not reasonably believe thereisagood defence
to any action brought uponiit.

meetings
privileged.
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17. Itshall becompetent for ajudgeor the Court, uponan application
by or on behalf of two or more defendants in actions in respect of the
same, or substantially the same, libel, slander, slander of title or other
injuriousfalsehood brought by one and the same personto makean order
for the consolidation of such actions, so that they shall betried together
and after such order has been made, and before the tria of the said
actions, the defendants in any new actions instituted in respect of the
same, or substantially the same, libel, slander, slander of title or other
injuriousfal sehood, shal d sobeentitledtobejoinedinacommon action
upon ajoint application being made by such new defendants and the
defendantsin the actions already consolidated.

(2) In a consolidated action under this section the Court shall
assess the whole amount of the damages (if any) in one sum, but a
separateverdict shall betaken for or against each defendant inthe same
way asif the actions consolidated had been tried separately; and if the
Court shall havefound averdict against the defendant or defendantsin
morethan one of the actions so consolidated, thejudge shall proceed to
apportion the amount of the damages which he shall have so found
between and against the said last-mentioned defendants; and the judge
at the trial, if he awards to the plaintiff the costs of the action, shall
thereupon make such order as he shall deem just for the apportionment
of such costs between and against such defendants.

18. (1) Sections13and 14 shall applyinrelationtoreportsor matters
broadcast by means of wireless telegraphy as part of any programme
or service provided by means of abroadcasting station within Guyana,
and in relation to any broadcasting by means of wirelesstelegraphy of
any suchreport or matter, asthey apply inrelationto reportsand matters
published in a newspaper and to publications in a newspaper; and
paragraph (a) of the proviso to section 14 shall have effect, in relation
toany such broadcasting, asif for thewords" inthe newspaper inwhich”
there were substituted the words “in the manner in which”.

(2) In any action for a libel broadcast by means of wireless
telegraphy the defendant may plead that thelibel wasbroadcast without
actual malice and without gross negligence and that before the
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commencement of the action or at the earliest opportunity afterwards
he broadcast by means of wireless telegraphy in the same manner in
which the original libel was broadcast afull apology for thesaid libel.

(3) Section 11(2) shall apply to any pleaunder subsection (2) of
this section.

(4) In this section “broadcasting station” means any station in
respect of which alicence granted by the Minister under the Post and
Telegraph Actisin force, being alicence which (by whatever form of
words) authorises the use of the station for the purpose of providing
broadcasting services for genera reception.

c.47:.01
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